234 HANOVER

The mystique of Hanover—what it means to the world of Stan-
dardbred racing—was probably best summed up by one of its own
employees, superintendent Hal Jones. “When I went to -work for
Hanover,” said Jones, “I felt like a kid who had been watching a game
through a knothole in a fence, then was suddenly called in to pitch for the
first team.”

Had Lawrence Sheppard heard that remark, he would have nodded
approvingly. He would have shoved the big hat back on his head,
squinted to avoid the smoke curling up from his cigarette, and said,
“Goddamn right, that's what the last fifty years were all about.”
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